
 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Michael and All Angels, Edgemead 

2019 Lent Course 

Week 4 

“Jesus walks through villages and towns 

towards Jerusalem – loving compassion 

flows from His wounded side” 



 

 

 

Be with us, as we continue our Lenten Journey, tracing Jesus’ footsteps towards 
Jerusalem and the Cross 

 
“Soon afterwards He (Jesus) went on through cities and villages, 

proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve 
were with him, 2 as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits 

and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had 
gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s Steward Chuza, and Susanna, 

and many others, who provided for them out of their resources.” 
   (Luke 8:1-3 NRSV) 

This week we look at Jesus’ interaction with people and their interaction with him 
on his journey towards the Cross. The passage above reminds us that Jesus did 
not simply march towards Jerusalem, ignoring all in his path – instead he 
continued to preach the Good News of the Gospel – this Good news is still the 
herald of the Kingdom of God. It is, as the Son of this Kingdom, Son of the 
Heavenly King, but also as God’s suffering and obedient servant (Isaiah 53) that 
Jesus walks to the Cross.  

 
 The second part of this text reminds us that, in this journey there were some 
women, who, with the disciples accompanied him.  Mary Magdalene, as one of 
several women who had been healed of evil spirits, Joanna and Susanna, to 
mention a few of many. It would seem that, in the light of the prophecies Jesus 
spoke about that which was awaiting him in Jerusalem, this walk had become 
something of a spectacle with quite a crowd following him. 

 
2 Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he 
made his way to Jerusalem. At that very hour some Pharisees came and 

said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to 
them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and 

performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 
33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 

impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your 

house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes 
when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

(Luke 13:22, 31-35 NRSV) 

 
This lament over Jerusalem forms an important milestone in Jesus’ journey 

towards the Cross - it is this City that kills and stones the prophets of God, sent by 
God to bring messages of hope and encouragement, as well as words of 

judgement. This prophecy about Jerusalem must of course be linked to the word 
of Jesus spoken to the women of Jerusalem weeping for him, as he is led to the 

Cross. 

 

A word of welcome 



 

 

Through addressing each of the Questions and Statements we will 

open ourselves to be more deeply drawn into a personal understanding 

of the texts and how they impact us personally in our faith. 

May I invite you to all make a comment on the questions which follow, 

however brief this may be. It is often that, as we put a thought into 

words, we gain a deeper insight about this, as this may draw out a 

different insight from a group member. 

 

Come, walk with us on the road together, in Jesus’ footsteps, 

to Jerusalem 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1. What makes sense about Jesus preaching the Good News 
enroute to Jerusalem? 
 

2. Imagine what it felt like for the people following Jesus and 
seeing what he did and hearing what he said? 
 

3. How might the people following Jesus have been changed 
through this journey? 
 

4. What may Herod’s reaction have been when he received the 
message from Jesus for the Pharisees? How did Herod see 
Jesus?  
 

5. Why did Jesus have compassion for Jerusalem? 
 

6. Can you think of a parable that Jesus told about the prophets 
being mistreated by those in authority in Jerusalem? 
 

7. What does Jesus mean when he says, “Your house is left to 
you,”? 
 

8. How may we understand the heart of Jesus’ compassion 
through the wound in His side? 

ADDRESS 

Group Discussion 



 

 

Prayers 
 

The following prayers are suggested, as a focus for the end of your 
discussions. 

 

 We pray O Lord for those seeking to journey with Jesus. 
 

 We pray for women who minister in God’s church, especially in 
situations in which they are restricted from meaningful ministry. 

 

 We pray for those having emotional or psychiatric illnesses – for 
those who help them, in terms of medication, therapy and those 
who live with them. 

 

 We pray for those who have limited, if any resources – we pray for 
those who are unable to attend church and feel isolated and alone. 

 

 We pray for those whose lives are devoid of compassion, 
especially children and young people growing up in harsh and 
violent environments and homes. 
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YOUR PERSONAL JOURNAL OF THOUGHTS, 

REFLECTIONS AND PRAYERS 


